SUNDAY, JUNE 28, 1908,

S PUISCEETSy

winh DA L sk st e

¢

'

DU Rt s b 1 b e bk Bt

Synopais ot Paccd: Cptm. .

Chapter I=At the suburban home
of Charles Wainwright, “high finan-
cier”, he and his broker, Scott Gibbs,
hateh up a scheme to corner Borough
'Street railway stock. They rely upon
the support of Dick Horrigan, boss
of the neighboring city, whois coming
to discuss maters, Alderman' Phe-
lan, the thorn in Horrigan's
whom Wainwright is anxious to con-
cilinte, is also coming, Among the
members of Wainwright's houschold
are his niece and nephew, Dallas and
Perry Wainwright, and his secretary,
Thompson, a secrefive young man in
whom the financier has implicit confi-
dence. Judge Newman, o neighbor of
Wainwright, whose continuance in
office depends upon Horrigan's favor,
requests Wainwright's intervention
with the boss. Another visitor to the
Winwrights' is Alwyn Bennett, in
loe with Dallas, who is calling to ask
her nbout her rumored engagement to
Gibbs, Perry irfin love with Synthia
Garrison, also a neighbor, 11=Cyn-

t who nine years before the open
g of the ptory was ruined by the

:‘;? is the daughter of a bank presi-
d

¥ dealings of an unnamed dishonest

financier and shot himself. His son
thereupon disappeared. Mrs. Bennett
congratulates hersell upon the imma-
culate record of her spn's defeased
father. Dallas refuses to marry
Alwyn unless he does something
worthy of his family and education.
Phelan and Horrigan face each other.
111.—~Phelan defies Horrigan. Judge
Newmnn is turned down by the boss,
but at Wainwright's request Horri-
gan becomes suspicious of Thompson,
but Wainwright scoffs at the ides
Horrigan and Wainwright makes a
corrupt deal whereby the former, for
& big consideation, is to procure from
the board of aldermen a perpetusl
franchise for the Borough street
railway, The boss is worried by .the
reform movement threatening his
power at the coming election and is
easting about for a candidate for
mayor withen clean racord. He hits
upon Bennett, who nhas had some
slight political experience, The lat
ter accepts, but warns Horigan that,
if elected, he will be absolutely honest
and independent.

IV.——Bennett is elected and ap-
points Cynthia his private secretary.
Phelan tells him that the financier
who caused the ruin of the Garrisons
was Wainwright, who is also the pow-
er behind the crooked Borough fran-
chise bills, with Horrigan and Gibbs.
Dallas and Mrs Bennett visit the city
hall.

V—Cibbs tries to induce Bennett to
sign the bill. The mayor’s talk with
Dallas is interrupted by Horrigan.

Vi—Bennett retuses to be bulldoz-
ed by Horrigan into signing the bill
The boss lacks one vote in the board
of aldermen of the fourteen needed to
pass the bill without the mayor's as-

Despite the fact that defeating

"t nt
[ ¢ bill means impoverishing Dallas
! Iml Perry, whose fortune Wainwright

§ Vs
j 'ﬁett vetoes the measure,

vested in Borough stock, Ben-
VII—Ben-
pett's plan to save Dallas and Perry
i to have Perry sell Borough stock
short. The mayor's opposition cau-
ses Horrigan and  Wainwright to
amend the bill, retaining however,
gsome of the most objectionable fea-
tures. VIII—Alwyn's lovemaking to
Dallas at the Mayor's ball is
interrupted by Harrigan, IX—Gibbs
gecretly plays false to Wainwright
and Horrigan by buying Borough
stock on his own account, Horrigan
“fixes" Alderman Roberts, a wiver-
ing member of his “solid thirteen.” X
—Rennett warns Roberts against vot-
ing for the bill. In the presence of
Cynthia, who is engaged to Perry,
Phelan exposes Thompson as her
brother, the long misgsing Harry Gar-
rison, whereupon sister and brother
smbrace, Perry entering suddenly,
is astonished at the sight. XI—Cyn-
thia explains to Perry. Dallas is con-
ginced by Wainwright that Bennett
by vetoing the bill is trying to wreck
her fortune. Thereupon Dallas prom
ises to marry Gibbs, XI11—Horri-
gan declares that if Bennett persists
in his opposition to the bill he will
publish indisputable proofs of grant-
ing by the mayor's father, Bennett's
mother advises him to face the thraat-
ened disgrace and stick to his
course. XIII—at the hearing on the
bill Horrigan packs the aldermanic
gallpfies with police to overawe the
ywllic. He bulldozes Roberts into

g cconsenting to vote for the measure,

taking advantage of the alderman’s
financial necessities.  XIV—=Dallag,

Bhe
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side, 1

Ang at Bennett's qulet reception of the

New Mayor

coming to attend the hearing, takes t’
place in :m.:mttrt‘lum Wiliams, Hol'-c
rigan's liewtenant, brings Roberts to!
the private room of the boss, XV=|
Bennetr wing Roberts from Harrigan
and in a contest of wills defeats the
bhoss himself, Gibbs, who stands to
lose ull his money by the veto of the
bill, is induced by Horrigan to offer
to Bennett the breaking of his en-
gugement to Dallas as the price of
Bennett's cewsing to fight the bill
Perry tells Dallas of Bennett's secret
measures to save her fortune.

——

CHAPTER XVIL

ALLAB, left alone In Horrl-
gan's private room, sat at the
blg table, making wo effort to
follow her trother and Phe-
Inn, A mossenger, searching for Hor-
rigan, bustied In, looked Ingoiriongly st
the motiouless, white faced glrl, then
passed on to the committes room be-
yond and on again {o his senrch untl)
the sound of his footsteps died. And

still Dnllas sat, Inert, dumb .

Little by [litle she wan plecing to
gother the facts of the long miserable
complication In the light of what Per-
ry hod Juet told her, It was absurdly
ensy now that she held the key of the
sltuation, Bhe could understand every-
thing—bow Walnwright bad put her
fortupe luto Borough wstock to lufn-
ence Benoett; how, falllog to move the
latter, he hud used Alwyn's knowledge
of the fact as n weapon aguinst the
young man; how Bennett had sought
to save her fortune and why be had
forbidden Perry to bins her feellugs
by telllng of the generous act

“From first to last,” she murmured
In unhappy contrition, “he has acted
honorably and as be thought | would
have wanted him to and for my happl
ness,  And I, llke the wretched lttle
fool 1 was, couldn't understand and
publiely humilisted him. Ob, If only
It weren't too late to''—

A vision of Gibbs fashed before her
mind, und she shuddered, realizing all
that her rash stops had entalled,

“It I8 too Iate," she confessed to her-
self, fighting back the hot tears that
searsd her eyos, “But at least I can
tell him I know and beg his forgive-
ness and thank bim."

The sound of volees In the corridor
roused her from he: Dbitter reverie.
8he sprang up hastily, unwilling that
any sbould see her tear stalned face,
but the speakers, though they drew
near, did not enter Horrigan's office.
lnstend, they stepped Into the adjoelin-
ing committee room, The messenger
had left ajar the door between the two
rooms, Reallzlog this and not wishing
to be seen, Dallas shirank back toward
the wall, fearful of detection. Then
the volce of one of the spenker sud-
denly arrested her notice,

“Well," Bennett was sayln: e
peclally clvil tones, “you sald &
ed to speak to me in prive
have you to say? Be brier, ¢
busy."

Finding herself the unwillin:
to what promised to be a cou
talk, Dallas stole toward the
Ing to the corridor, but Horrlg:n, s
was his custom, had locked it on golng
out. Bhe dared not enter alone the
crowded nnteroom In her present state,
s0 besltntingly she paused, forced to
remain where she was. The sound of
auother voice chained ber to the spot,
and, unconsclons of eavesdropping, she
stood spellbound, hearing every word
distinetly through the half open door-
way.

“I—1 hardly koow how to begin,”
Gibbs was replylng to Bennett's curt
demand. "It 18 a delicate subject
and"—

“Then the sooner It Is treated to open
alr the better, Is"—

“You've won the Borough bill fight.”
begun Gibhs,

“Is that all you hinve to say to me?”

“No. You've won, but you've lost far
more, You've lost Dallas Walnwright."”

“1 bardly neéd to be reminded ‘of
that,” retorted Bennett, “and it is a
subject 1 don't care to discuss.”

“But llgten," pleaded Gibbs as the
mayor made n move as though to leave
the room, “One minute! 1 say you've
won the Borough fight, [I've won Dal-
Ina, Can’t we"—

“Well, what?' asked Bennett, with
ominons qulet a8 he pavsed fo his de
[!I'll‘l"f(h

"Con't we—strike some gort of bar
galu?" sald Gibbs tentatively.

“Explulp, please.” ordered Eennett
with that same deceptive calm,

“Why," went on Glbbs, emboldened
st the other's seeming complacence,
“gnppose you glye up this Borough
fight nud 1 give up Dallps? 1 won her
by a teic®,  8he doesnt veally love me.
It 18 her pride, not her heayt, that made
ber throw you over and accept me, It
Is you she loves, and I"ve known It all
aiong, and you are In love with her,”

“What then?"

*Just this" returned Gibbs, wonder-

strange offer, *“Bhe will marry me be-
enuse she isn't the sort of girl to go

buck on her promise, especlally since
ghe looks on me a8 0 sort of high mind-

wd mrt,r 1o y(mr nppmﬁlnu. 8o If 1
hotd her to ber word she will not lnek
down, Now, If you, even now. with
deaw your opposition the Borough Ll
will go through,
Let It go
through and |
will brenk my
cugagetent to

wrlght and
isave her froe
to marry you."

*You promise
that?”

“Yes!" cried
Gibbs, elated, “1
promise on my
word of honor!
Is It an bar
galn®"

“Gibbs,"” re-
plled Alwyn
slowly, “l1 didn't
think there was
#o foul a cur as
you 1o all the
world. | thought I understood how ut-
terly rotten you were, but | didn't be-
lleve there was a man llving who could
debuse hlmsell as you've just done."

“But"— began Gibbs, In bewllder-
ment.

“Now you'll llsten to me for a wmo-
ment,” cut In Bennett, sllevcing the in-
terruption, “You gay I'm In love with
Misy Walnwright. It Is true. | love
her In u way a dog llke you could never
understand If be tried for a Hfetime.
I'd glve my life for one word of love
from her, but I'd sooner go forever
without that word than win it by a
dishonest deed that would prove me
unworthy of her. | asked her Idve as a
free gift and irled to deserve ii. Bhe
refused, and 1 won't try to buy what
she won't give me, especinlly since the
price¢ would make me as unworthy of
hier as you yourself are.”

“But you take the wrong view of it
You see, If"— _

"I see this much: I'll have to speak
plainer to get my view of the case lnto
your vile mind. If ever again you
meet me, stund out of my way. Don't
speak to me or come where 1 awm, for

3;".5
“@ibbe, | didn't think
thiere was so foul a
wur as you in all the
world,”

The eavesdropper.

Dllage Waln-|

in time. 1"~

“Dallag,” groaned Giblw, “ofr heav-
en's sake don'e lnok at me like that!
Tean't besr it! llove you And 1"—
“And 1in my criminal {olly prom-

fsed to marry you!" ahe stormed. *I
let you kisn me, My lips are degradsd
forever by that touch of yours, I let
you speak words of Iave to me, 1 broke
a birave man's heart for your worthless
sake. Oh, the sbame—the horrible
shame of it alll Fut I shall thank God
on my bended knees that I have found
out the truth before It was too late,”

“Too Inte? he echoed n botror, his
volce rising nlmost to o serenm,  “Dal-
lus, yai're not
sulng to throw
e overy You
nren't"—

“Heott Gibbs,"
she  answered
quletly, n world
of wonderjug
scorn o her
loy el tones, *you
do not even
kuow bow vile
a thing you are,
Now leave wme,
plense, Your
presence sleks
ens me."”

He tried to
speak, but some-
thing of the in-
effable con
tewpt In  her

"ng leave 1 o, please.
our pros ce ek
e e steady eyes sl
lenced bim,
Without a vord he slunk out of the
room and on. of her life.
Pbelan, ng 2 with eagerness for the

coming siriggle In the pldermanie
chamber, bu: tied past through the cor-
ridor. The ; ‘derman had many dutles
today, ond o the performance of each

brought Liu uearer to his longed for
revenge on Horrlgnn he was positively
beaming wilh righteous bliss, Dallas
caught sighf uf hlm,

“Alderman!” she called faintly.

Phelun balted, still in baste to full)
his misslon,

“Could—could 1 see Mr. Bennett?
she axked, n new timidity transforming
her rich volee. “Do you know where I
can find him?¥"

“Is It lmportant? He's pretty busy.”

“Yery important!” she pleaded. *“I
must see bl at once.”

“I'll look bim up,” agreed Phelan,
“but I warn you he's too busy to see
Yot just yet. R'pose you let me take
you buck to the meetin'? Our bill's
comin' up In a few minutes vow, an
you don't want to miss it. Then I'll
scare up his honor for you us soon as
he's got u spare minute an' bring you
back here to him. Borry to keep you
waltin®," he went on gs they started
toward the councll ¢hamber, “but be-
fore this sesslon's over all sorts of
things Is due to explode, an' we ain't
hardly at the beglnnin' of the excite-
ment yet. We're goln' to make n
Fourth of Joly celebration In a glant
powder fuet'ry look lke a deaf mute
fan'ri! by the time we're done®

CHAPTER XVII

L E'S In there!” observed Phe-
lup In high excltement, jerk-
Ing his thumb toward a door
leading off the committee
room, “un’ 1've sent for Walnwright

an' Hortigan to meet your honor here.
An' I've lixed It so the Borough bill
won't come up for ten minutes, Now,
all that's left Is to touch the punk to
the fuse un' set off the whole giddy
bunch of fireworks under 'em. Gee,
but It's good to 'a’ stuck to this old
world just for the sake of bein® here
today un’ seein” what I'm due to see!”

The alderman chackled, but his joy-
ous antlelpation found no reflection in
Bennett's white set face, The two were
In the committee room, whither Phe-
lan had repaived after depositing Dal-
las in u chair beside her brother at the
meeting and attending to one or two
detalls of greater lmport.

“Yes,"” went on Phelan, again nod-
ding wysteriously toward the farther
door, “he's In there, trained to the
minute, for the blowout. There's some
one else wants to see you, too—some
one who'll make more of a hit with
you if I'm mot overplayin' my hand
But good news can wait. There's so
little of it in this measly life that it

it you cross my path again I'll treat
you ten thousand times worse than
when | thrushed you in that football
game, That's all"

Bennett, restraining his wrath with
A mighty effort, turned on his heel and

strode off Into the corridor, leaving
Gibba staring after him (n dumb, Im-
potent despalr.

When the broker had recovered alm-
self sufficiently to start from the roow
Dallns Walnwright stood before him,
barring the exit. Her fuce was dead
white, her big dark eyes ablaze.

“Walt!" she commanded. *1 must
spenk to you—for the last time.”

“Dallus!" gasped the despernte man,
his ‘drawn face turning positively yel-
low, “You were—you—you heard?"

“Mr. Bennett just now called you
‘the foulest cur In all the world,' ¥ sald
Dallas, her volce scarcely louder than
a whisper, yet every syllable stinglng
a8 n whiplash, “He put it too mildiy."

“But, sweetheart”"—

“Migs Walnwright,' please. | heard
you offer to sell me to him in exchange
for his consclence. If my own brother
had told me such a thing [ would not
have belleved him, but [ myself heard
it. And | heard his splendid answer.”

“But, you know, 1 was joking! That
It was just a trick to"—

“Just such & telek that made me
promise to be your wife? Yes, but
this time you bad to do with a man—
a man In & milllon—not with a poor,
credulons 1lttle idiot llke me. And be
answered you as I should have an

i Into the commitiee room,

gen'rally has to, ["—

From the corridor Horrignn stamped
Walnwright
at his heels,

“Welll" erled the boss deflantly, glar-
ing at Benuett and lgnoring Phelan,
“You sent for us. What do you want?'

“One moment!” Intervened Waln-
wright. "“We are beaten! We admit
that without argument. So we need

waste no time golng over detalls.”

“Have yon seut for us to say what
you'll sell out for? queried Horrigan
coarsely, “because If you have you've
only to name your price. You've got
us where you want us, We've got to
pay.”

“1 should have thought,” replied Ben.
nett, with no shade of offense, “you
would know by this time that I have
no ‘price.”

“Then whut do you want?"*

“Nothing—from you."

“Why dlil you send word you wanted
to see us?" growled Horrigan Impa-
tioutly ns he and Walowright, unin-
vited, seated themselves at the table.

dpo  tell you," answeriad Alwyn,
glanclug from one to the other, “that
every step you two have taken In this
whole Infamons transaction from the
very first has been cavefully followed,
and, to use your own phrase, we've got
you with the goods!”

“Same old blul!” commented Horrl
gan contemptuously, with a reassuring
wink at the somewhat less confident
Walnwright,

“Ry tomorrow noon,” resumed Bes-
nott, “you will both be Indicted on a

awered you bad my eyes been opene
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! ¢harge of trihery. Even now there are

detectives on the watch for you. Es-
cape Is Imﬁmihlc

“Rot!" red Horrigan. “You've
no evidence that will indiet, and you
know it. Even If you had, don't I eon-
trol most of the judges and the district
attorney's office besides? Bwell chance
you'll have of getting a convietion past
that bunch' Bah! You talk like #man

male of mud. I s'pose It's the affair
of those Roberis notes you're counting
on. That don't feaze me any. MY
lawyer can-twist that around se it'll
look like a charity gift No, ne,
youngster, You'll have to think of
something better if"'—

“And, anyhow,” put in Walnwright
nervously, “you ean't prove any con-
nection on my part. There's nothing
agalnst me or'—

“I think there is8,” retorted Bennett,
wheeling about on the financler. “And
even if 1 can't nall the Roberts brib-
ery to you I've plenty more counts to
hold you on.”

“All these generalities and vague ac-
cusations prove nothing, Bennett,” an-
swered Walnwright, drawing courage
from Horrigan's colossal calm and
speaking with more assurance.
Horrigan and I are not schoolboys to
be scared by baseless threats. This Is
all guesswork on your part. Come,
now, name one specific charge you can
prove.”

“One will be enough to convioce
you?" asked Alwyn, “Well, then, how
about this as a first guess? Mr, Hor-
rigan’s bribe of $2000.0U0 In money
and 23,000 shures of Borough etoek for
agreeing to put through the Borough
franchise? Forguesswork' that doesn’t
seem to me very bad

Wialnwright's hard mask of a f[ace
twitched convulsively,
brafn that hud chreied him unshaken
through & (honsand risky Anancial
deals eante it onee to his rescue.

“An excollont guess,” he agreed in
splendicdly felgned amusement, “but
wafortunately the courts demand proof
pefore convicting a man, and there Is
no proof whatever of"'—

“Are you sure? querled Bennett.
Turning to Phelan, be added:

“Plegse ask Mr, Thompson to come
ln.il

The alderman, with an expansive
grin, flung open the door of the farther
room.

(To be concluded next week.)
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Sore Nipples.

Any mother who has had exper-
ience with this distressing ailment will
be pleased to know that a cure may
be effected by applying Chamberlain's
Salve as soon as the child is dome
nursing. Wipe it off with a soft cloth
before allowing the babe to murse
Many trained nurses use this salve
with best results. For sale by Frank
Hart and leading druggists.

I Stomach Troubles.

Many remarkable cures of stomach
troubles have been effected by Cham-
berlain’s Stomach and Liver*Tablets.
One "'man who had spent over twe
thousand dollars for medicine and
treatment was cured by a few boxes
of these tablets. Price 25 cents
Samples free at Frank Hart and lead-
ing druggists.

No Need of Suffering From Rheuma-
tism.,

It is a mistake to allow rheumatism
i to become chronic as the pain cam
always be relieved and in most cases
a cure effected by applying Chamber-
lain's Pain Balm. The relief from
pain which it affords is alone worth
many times its cost. It makes sleep
and rest possible. Even in cases of
long standing this liniment should be
used on account of the relief which it
affords. 25 and 50 cent sizes for sale
by Frank Hart and leading druggists

Badly Sprained Ankle Cured.

Three years ago our daughter
sprained her ankle and had been suf-
fering terribly for two days asd
nights—had not slept a minute. Me
Stallings, of Butler Tenn., told us of
Chamberlain’s Pain Balm. We went
to the store that night and got a
bottle of it and bathed her ankle two
or three times and she went to sleep
and had a good night's rest. The
next morning she was much better
and in a short time could walk around
and had no more trouble with her
ankle—E. M. Brumitt, Hampton
Tenn. 25 and 50 cent sizes for sale

60 centsby Frank Hart and leading druggists.
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